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BIO 
A Wyoming native, Romaine Patterson got started in activism when her close friend Matthew Shepard was killed in 
a brutal anti-gay hate crime in October of 1998. Immediately following his death, Romaine started speaking at vigils 
and community events across the country. Due to the massive media coverage Shepard's death garnered, Patterson 
quickly became a seasoned professional speaker. She has worked with media professionals from around the world 
and virtually every media format. 
 
Patterson is best known for her work combating the anti-gay antics of the Rev. Fred Phelps, whose followers 
picketed Shepard's funeral and the murder trials. In April of 1999, she founded the Angel Action, an organization for 
peaceful demonstration. Angel Action is now used all over the world as a means of combating hate. 
 
Taking her activism to the next level Patterson went to work as the Regional Media Manager for The Gay and 
Lesbian Alliance Against Defamation (GLAAD) in February of 2000. While there she worked as a spokesperson on 
several national media campaigns. Her work around the hateful lyrics of Eminem allowed Patterson to fulfill her 
goal of educating young people. In efforts to work with gay youth, Patterson spent a great deal of time speaking at 
colleges and high schools around the country on a variety of issues. She has always maintained that educating 
today's youth is the key to putting a stop to hate and continues to work with the Matthew Shepard Foundation to 
meet this end. 
 
Patterson returned to school at the Conservatory of Recording Arts and Sciences in the fall of 2001 in order to 
further her knowledge of the media industry. As a top graduate of the Conservatory's Master Recording Program she 
decided to move to New York City. She took a job at Sirius Satellite Radio in the spring of 2003 as one of the hosts 
of a daily talk program called “Derek and Romaine”. Over 6 years later Romaine is still working as a radio host on 
what has now become one of the most popular drive time talk shows on the Sirius/XM radio platform. Her show is 
on Sirius/ XM’s LGBT station OutQ and airs Monday-Friday from 6-10pm EST with daily rebroadcasts. In April of 
2009, Derek and Romaine were honored by the Gay and Lesbian Alliance Against Defamation with a Special 
Recognition GLAAD Award for their special “The Laramie Project: Ten Years Later” which aired on the 10 year 
anniversary of the death of Matthew Shepard.  
 
In 2005 Advocate Books published what Romaine hopes will be just the first of many books, “The Whole World 
Was Watching; Living in the Light of Matthew Shepard” her autobiography.  
 
In July of 2207, Romaine gave birth to her and her partner’s first child Romie Patterson. Two years later Romaine 
and her long time partner Iris got a civil union in their home state of New Jersey where they currently reside.  
 
In addition, to hosting “Derek and Romaine” you will find Romaine going around the country speaking to young 
people about LBGT issues and how to overcome adversity. In the hopes of one day creating a world that is safer and 
more inclusive of all people.  
 
To learn more about Romaine you can visit one of her many websites. 
For Derek and Romaine information go to: www.derekandromaine.com 
For Romaine’s personal website go to: www.eatromaine.com 
 
 


